Regulatory mechanisms of antitumor T cell responses in the tumor-bearing state.
Tumor-bearing hosts develop antitumor immune responses. However, a number of immunosuppressive mechanisms come into operation with the progression of tumor growth. This article will review the observations regarding the modulation of antitumor immune responses in the tumor-bearing state, and consider the mechanisms underlying tumor-induced immune defects, especially in the light of the induction of an abnormal cytokine network. We will also describe the restoration of suppressed antitumor immune responses by administration of a particular cytokine, interleukin-12.